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COGnitions: 
Ramblings from the Northeast Area Director 
 
Although not officially the Fall season, the second weekend of September 
was the Northeast Fall rally. A big shout out and hearty THANK YOU to 
Tracey & Greg Habel, the hosts of the event. They created a special time for 
all attendees despite some challenges with the venue beyond their control. In 
true COG fashion they handled the issues and made it work. The bottom lin e 
is that everyone had a blast and this is true testament to the effort Tracey & 
Greg put forth. The weather during the rally reminded us that the transition to 
fall in coming. On arrival day the temperature was hot and humid in the 90’s 
with pop up rain storms. Over the next days the temperature dropped 
considerably and made for excellent riding weather. I anticipate the Habel's will provide more 
detail in their report.  
 
Working off a suggestion from long-time member Kevin Martin, Spring Fling 2019 will return to 
Matamoras, PA 5/16 - 5/19. Nestled in the corner near PA, NY, NJ, this tri-state area location 
provides great riding in almost any direction, and the hotel is easy to access from I-84. Check the 
online calendar for details. Registration will open before the end of the year.  
BOOK YOUR HOTEL ROOM BEFORE 3/1/19 FOR DISCOUNTED ROOM RATE of $99 
double/night or $104 king/night (+tax). Room rate includes a full complimentary breakfast buffet. 
Hotel rates increase $30 after 3/1.  Mention "Concours Owners Group 5/16/19.” 
Best Western Inn at  Hunt’s Landing, 570-491-2400  
www.bestwestern.com/innathuntslanding 
 
Details are beginning to fill in for the Williamsport PA  2019 Keystone National Rally web pages. 
Lodging and camping booking information is posted. Jason is seeking volunteers to help. Click on 
the national rally link on the club’s home page: www.cog-online.org 
 
That’s all for now. Ride safe. 
 

Steve Smith #3184 

Fall Rally 2018, Lincoln, NH 
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New Members 
First things first, a warm 

welcome to our 

Newest NE Area COG members! 

Editor’s Corner 
One of the pleasures of being newsletter editor is getting updates and 
ride reports in my email from AADs and members.  This time I 
received a wonderful travelogue from Peter Fedyczko of ON about his 
three week/7,000 mile excursion this summer.  The pictures are 
gorgeous and now I have more places to add to my bucket list. Thank 
you, Peter, for taking the time to put this together. 
Thanks, too, to Greg and Tracy for another fun rally.  The weather 
cooperated so that many of the attendees took the auto road to the top 
of Mt. Washington.  That Friday had near perfect weather at the top 

with 90 miles of visibility 
and little wind.  We spoke 
to a couple from England 
that day who took the Cog 
Railway up the day before 
and had so much fog they 
could hardly see a few feet in front of them.  They 
drove up again on Friday to enjoy the view and 
beautiful day.  That day’s weather was amazing  for 
the place that claims to have the worst weather on 
the earth. 
‘Til next time, enjoy the ride. 
Maryann 
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Brendan Spelman 12835 Burlington, ON 
Robert Bagzis 12837 Sharpsville, PA 
Stephen Hudock 12838 Sayre, PA 
Michael Pedone 12841 Cutchogue, NY 
Christopher Droze 12845 Charles Town, WV 
Noel Linback 12851 Cumberland, RI 
Ben Potter 12853 Conway, NH 
Robert Couture 12856 Berwick, ME 
Rob Prosio 12858 South Salem, NY 
Farid Noujaim 12864 Lisbon, CT 

C o n c o u r s  O w n e r s  G r o u p  
2 0 1 9  N o r t h e a s t  A r e a  S p r i n g  F l i n g  R a l l y  
May 16 - 19, 2019 
Matamoras, PA 
 
Let’s kick off the 2019 riding season with your fellow COGger’s for what promises to be a fantastic season opener.  Working off a suggestion 
from long time member Kevin Martin, Spring Fling 2019 will return to Matamoras PA.  Check online calendar for details.  Registration will open 
soon.  The rally location is near the borders of PA, NY, NJ.  This tri-state area location provides easy access to the Catskill Mountain, 
Delaware River Valley, and northern NJ riding. 
 
We were able to get room rate that were only $9 more per night than the last time we were there in 2012.  The catch…  DISCOUNTED ROOM 
RATES ARE AVAILABLE ONLY UNTIL MARCH 1, 2019. 
 
Reservations made after March 1 will be $30 more per night. 
 
Make your reservations early… you can always cancel.   
Rally Headquarters:  
 Best Western Inn @ Hunt’s Landing, 120 Rt. 6 & 209   
        (570) 491-2400  www.bestwestern.com/innathuntslanding 
 
A block of rooms is being held at a special rate of $99 double/night (+tax); $104 king/night (+tax).  Full hot breakfast and free WiFi included. 
Mention "Concours Owners Group 5/16/19" to get special rate.  The group banquet will be at the hotel.  We are still working on banquet pricing, 
but we are trying to keep the Earlybird member rally fee at $45 or less per person. 
 
Additional information and Online registration coming soon.  Watch for an announcement in an email update and the next newsletter. 

Top of Mt. Washington 

http://www.cog-online.org
https://issuu.com/cognortheast
mailto:NECOGEditor@gmail.com
http://www.bestwestern.com/innathuntslanding


Around the 

NORTHEAST 
News from your Assistant Area Directors 
(complete list of AADs on back page) 

 
Metro NY, NJ 
Greetings to 
my fellow NE 
COGgers!  
Well another 
Fall Rally has 
come and gone 
and what a 
great time it 
was!  Greg and 
Tracy Habel 
did a helluva 
job and the 
weather turned 
out to be perfect for all day riding.  Hell 
I even made it to the top of Mt 
Washington after two prior attempts 
were aborted due to high winds.  New 
Hampshire seems to be on a paving 
binge with most roads relatively 
smooth.  The "Kanc" even had pristine 
new pavement in one delicious section.  
Didn't even have lines on it yet!  Much 
swag was won at the Saturday evening 
banquet, and good fellowship was had 
by all.  We're heading towards the tail 
end of the season here in the ole NE so 
good days shouldn't be missed.  Keep 
an eye on the forum and COG site 
calendar for any last minute day rides 
being snuck in before old man winter is 
here to stay.  The Javitz Show comes 
early again this year so mark your 
calendars for Saturday, December 1 for 
our annual post show gathering.  As 
usual meet at 
the C-14 
between 2pm 
and 2:30pm 
and head out to 
Tir Na Nog in 
Times Square.  
More details to 
follow on the 
calendar and 
forum.  Enjoy 
the fall folks 
and see you out 
there! 

 
Terry 

MA, ME, 

NH, VT 
Well, another 
Rally has 
come and 
gone.  Greg & 
I just finished 
hosting the 
NE Fally 
Rally in 
Lincoln , NH.  
We had a great time seeing everyone.  
Grand total was 48.  We had folks from 
all over the area including NY, NH, CT, 
MA, PA, Quebec, PEI, and New 
Brunswick just to name a few.  We had 
some rain early in the day on Thursday 
until early afternoon, then the rest of the 
Rally we saw temps in the mid to high 
70s during the day and mostly sunny 
with night lows getting down into the 
low 50s and into the 40s.  What a change 
from the 2014 Rally we had here.  2014 
was a cold one with overnight temps 
near freezing! 
Thursday we held a social in the lounge 
of the resort and enjoyed camaraderie 
and good conversation while enjoying 
some complimentary apps from the 
resort.  The usual parking lot gatherings 
continued afterwards with folks 
planning their Friday and chatting with 
friends old and new. 
On Friday evening we hired a shuttle 
service to take a large group of us to a 
local Brewpub for dinner.  It was a great 
outing and it was wonderful not to have 

to suit up and ride back after a long day 
out on the roads. 
Saturday’s banquet had a large supply 
of door prizes for folks to win thanks to 
some of the members who donated 
items to our already plentiful selection.  
We would like to say a special Thanks 
to Lyle Cooper, Kevin Martin, John 
Purdy and Kevin Remsen for their 
generous donations to the prize table! 
Quite a few folks took advantage of 
riding the Kanc, which had a good 
stretch of new pavement I may add; 
some went to Canada to search for 
Poutine and others toured the local area.   

We enjoyed spending time with 
everyone and hope that all who 
attended had a great time 
There are still a few more events 
planned to round out the season.  On 
Sunday, September 30th, we will be 
having our Bag Lunch Meet & Greet at 
the Quabbin Reservoir with a ride 
following lunch. 
Our End of Year Social will be held 
sometime in November, so keep an eye 
on the calendar for the date and location 
details in the next month or so. 
 
Tracey & Greg 

(Continued on page 4) 
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South Central PA/MD 
As I write this, the 
remnants of 
tropical storm 
Gordon are still 
hovering over 
Pennsylvania, 
bringing low 
clouds, wind, and 
adding more 
rainfall to the 6" 
that has already 
landed on Hanover 
in the last few 
days, some of which has taken up 
residence in my basement.  On the plus 
side, it's not 100 degrees outside and the 
tires on my bikes are not getting any 
thinner.  I hope the fall rally in New 
Hampshire was spared the torrents, and 
that the event was sunny, safe, and a 
happy time for all who attended.  
Meanwhile, here in south central PA we 
await the arrival of hurricane Florence, 
due to show up next weekend.  
Humbug! 
Bobby Winter has put together the 
Sunday morning firehouse breakfast 
schedule, giving COG members, and 
others, an opportunity to get together 
and talk motorcycles through the colder 
months.  The grub is usually good and 
it's for a good cause. 
Looking ahead, Russell Fleming has put 
a ride together for September 30th, the   
C-14 Riders and Friends Ride, starting 
in Frederick, MD and ending in 
Loganville, PA after a scenic 135 mile  
trek.  The season's final First Sunday 
Bikers Breakfast in Ephrata ,PA happens 
October 7th, and also in October, My 
Favorite Neighborhood ride is 
scheduled for the 21st, leaving 
Hagerstown, MD and ending in Fort 
Loudon, PA, after a 165 mile ride on 
some of the finest roads I know.  Then, 
in November, it's the BRRR Ride in 
Natural Bridge, VA, from the 8th to the 
11th.  If you've been to the BRRR Ride, 
enough said, and if you haven't, maybe 
you should consider it.  Hopefully, the 
fall riding season will be an 
improvement over summer, when it 
seemed that it was either pouring down 
rain or hot as blazes.  So far, my riding 

this year is about half of what is normal. 
Bummer!  I hope most of you folks are 
doing much better than that. 
Shiny side up 
 
Greg 
 

Atlantic Canada 
We'll I hate to say 
it, but there's goes 
another summer.  
It was a bit of 
weird summer for 
me, couldn't really 
get it going.  It was 
either family issues 
or projects at home 
like my hot water 
tank crapping out 
on me. 
But so far, I have still managed to have a 
good riding season, and it's far from 
over. 
In July, I organized an impromptu ride 
to Memrancook, NB.  My main reason 
for the ride was to check out a Street 
and Trail in Moncton that I had my eye 
on so why not throw in a small COG 
ride at the same time.  Andy (aka 
Andydude) and ex-member, Alex, 
showed and we have a great (yet short) 
ride around the Memramcook valley.  I 

ended buying the 2009 Kawasaki 
KLX250S a few weeks later. 
I've been wanting a street and trail bike 
for some time now.  I miss riding down 
the trails and I also wanted a bike to 
take out for those nice winter days that 
show up here and there. 
I just got back from the Fall Rally 
(Twistin Through the Notch Part Deux) 
in Lincoln, New Hampshire.  I rode up 
with member Rick Lass from New York.  
It just so happened that he was touring 
the Maritimes and he was planning on 
going to the rally.  I initiated Rick to the 
Digby Wharf Rat Rally that I attend 
each year and he camped with my 
group for one evening.   We had a great 
ride up to New Hampshire and we 
ended up going to Mount Washington.  
The weather on Mt Washington was 
near perfect even if it was cool. 
Lincoln NH was a great spot for 
headquarters of a rally, so many great 
roads and attractions nearby.  Greg and 
Tracey did a terrific job, as usual.  It was 
awesome seeing everyone again. It 
reminds me why I joined COG. 
I'm hoping to organize some fall day 
rides in the Maritimes so keep an eye on 
the calendar. 
Ride Safe! 
 
Claude 
 

(Around the Northeast - Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Rick happy as can be near the 5000ft mark on Mt Washington 



RIDES & EVENTS 
Time listed is START time. 
Visit www.cog-online.org for updates and 
more details. 

(MD) Sun, September 23, 8:00 AM 
Southern MD M&G/MIR Ride 
We will meet 8:00 AM for breakfast at the 
IHOP,116 Rosewick Rd, La Plata, MD (this is 
subject to change - check here before 
heading).  We will leave IHOP at 9:00 AM for 
a 62 mile ride on a modified version of the 
Nanjemoy Loop. Once completed and after 
taking a breather and a fuel break, there is a 
further 48-mile romp in southeastern Charles 
County that will end at the racetrack in time 
for the start of eliminations and the final 
round trials. 
TIM TRAYLOR  H 301.535.6193 
ebonyzg1400@gmail.com 

 
 
(CT) Thu, September 27, 6:00 - 9:00 PM  
Connecticut Dinner Social Meet & Greet 

Thanks to Dana Zinick of New Preston 
(COG#12056) for the motivational push to 
help organize and promote the September 
activity, with the hope to build a good 
following over time to enjoy good company, 
shenanigans, camaraderie, and food. Here is 
his idea.... 
Meet AJ's in Goshen (northwest CT, 
Litchfield County). Hopefully we will have 
enough riders that a reservation will have to 
be made.  Plan to arrive between 6 - 7pm to 
chit-chat, order appetizers and beverages. 
We will order dinner shortly after 7pm 
RSVP to Dana directly so that appropriate 
seating is available. 
DANA ZINICK diz720@yahoo.com 
 
(MD) Sun September 30, 8:30 AM 
Kawasaki C14 Riders and Friend’s Ride 
Meet for breakfast at the Golden Corral, 
5621 Spectrum Dr., Frederick, MD.  Route 
sheets will be handed out for a 135-mile self-
guided ride that will end at Brown’s Orchard 
in Loganville PA.  The ride will take you on 
some of the FINEST Motorcycle riding roads 

in the area. Come out and show your support 
for Sport Touring at its finest. You will ride in 
Maryland, Pennsylvania. 
GREG PUTERBAUGH  H 717.632.3324 
pbaugh1@comcast.net 

RUSSELL FLEMMING  H 443.375.1215 
 
(MA) Sun September 30, 12:00 Noon 
Bag Lunch M&G Greet at Quabbin 
Reservoir 
Meet us at the Quabbin Hill Tower at the 
Quabbin Reservoir, 485 Ware Rd., 
Belchertown, MA.  Bring a bag lunch as we 
enjoy the view. The afternoon ride will be a 
choice of a short 1 hour or 2.5 hour ride 
around the Quabbin followed by ice cream. 
GREG HABEL  H 508.444.2235 
C 508.745.6677 COG7010@verizon.net 
 

(PA) Sun, October 7, 9:00 - 11:00 AM 
Ephrata Bikers Breakfast and Ride 
Meet COG members at Cloister Post 429 of 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Greater Toronto 
Greetings from the 
Great Green and Hot 
North! We've had a 
semi-busy summer 
with the groups in the 
GTA. Fake news and 
conspiracy theories 
notwithstanding it 
has been a hot and 
wet summer in 
southern Ontario. The 
one saving grace is 
we don't have to shovel it!! 
The season started off with a great Tech 
Session in early June, hosted by Peter 
Jackson at his home in Trenton. (Trenton 
is about 160 kms / 100 miles east of 
Toronto and is the site of Canada's 
largest air force base.)  This was the third 
year Pete has hosted the event and 
though a bit of a trek for many in the 
GTA it is well worth it as Pete has lots of 
garage space and tools available plus a 
ready supply of personal expertise on the 
C10.  His wife Deb laid on a delicious 
lunch of pulled pork sandwiches and 
salads. This is always a fun day for all 
who attend to work on their bikes or 
socialize and kibitz. 
Our annual event in support of Cystic 
Fibrosis took a different approach this 
year.  Instead of a group ride we instead 

graciously took receipt of an '86 Connie 
donated by John MacClean of the GTA 
East group.  Some of our American 
cousins may know Big John as he was a 
regular attendee at events in the 
northeast.  His C10 had been lying fallow 
for a few years since he switched to a 
Yamaha Royal Star cruiser.  So, this past 
spring he let us know it was available for 
nothing more than a tax receipt for the 
proceeds.  The aforementioned Pete 
Jackson, Anton Wallenburg (who also 
provided teardown and storage space for 
the Connie) and myself reduced the bike 
to its bones over a couple of sessions.  
John also had several boxes of spare 
parts and accessories he had 
accumulated over the years. We assigned 
suggested prices to the parts and 
published the list to the GTA groups.  
Orders came in steadily over the summer 
and to date we have collected over $1000 
for CF!  More will follow as parts 
gradually make it out to those who 
ordered them.  We extend our thanks to 
John for this great donation, and to 
Anton and Pete for their efforts as well. 
Mark Bouwmeester of the GTA East 
group hosted a ride starting from his 
home in Port Perry on Lake Scugog.  The 
threat of rain scared off a few wussies 
but four of us intrepid folks stared fate in 
the face and took a chance.  He led us 
through a large chunk of central Ontario, 
then we took a lunch stop at Glen Cavers' 

home on Balsam Lake.  Glen asked for 
contributions to a local food bank that his 
wife supports and we gladly complied.  
Balsam Lake is on the Trent-Severn 
Waterway (https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Trent%E2%80%
93Severn_Waterway)which connects 
Lake Ontario to the south with Georgian 
Bay (Lake Huron) to the west.  Balsam is 
the highest point on the Trent and 
supplies water to the canal in both 
directions, much like Gatun Lake on the 
Panama Canal but on a smaller scale.  
Nonetheless, Glen lead us over to one of 
the locks north of the lake at Kirkfield.  It 
is a lift lock, the second highest in the 
world, relying on gravity and the natural 
water flow to operate.  Amazing device.  
Afterward we continued on our ride 
breaking for home about 4:30.  By the 
way though overcast for much of the day 
it didn't rain a drop! 
Fall colours are spectacular in southern 
Ontario so one of our group has a route 
to take us from Erin northwest of 
Toronto to Collingwood on the Bruce 
peninsula.  This will be later in October. 
Details to follow to the GTA groups. I'll 
post it to the calendar as well. 
And that is it for this quarter.  Take it 
cool on the wet leaves as they are slicker 
that Teflon.  
Ride safe!! 
 
Dave 

(Continued from page 4) 
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the American legion, 300 Cocalico St., 
Ephrata, PA near the loading dock. We’ll chat, 
look at bikes and deicide on the ride and lunch 
spot from there. 
STEPHEN RUTTER H 717.361.1189 
ruttersm@comcast.net 

 
(ON) Tue, October 9, 6:30 PM 
South Central Ont. Meet & Greet 
2nd Tuesday each month at Mohawk Inn, 9230 
Guelph Lane, Campbellville, ON, just North of 
401. All welcome. Many hungry people arrive 
earlier to get their dinner. A mainly social 
function to meet other riders, shoot the 
breeze, plan rides. 
DAVE PERKINS  H 416.691.2191 
perkins43@rogers.com  

 
(MD) Fri, October 12, 6:00 PM 
S. MD M&G at Midnight Madness 
All COG members and friends are invited 
down to southern MD for a "meet and greet" at 
the Maryland International Raceway, 27861 
Budds Creek Rd., Buds Creek, MD. We will 
meet at the track at 6:00 PM (the specific 
location at the track will be posted closer to 
the event - stay tuned). 
TIM TRAYLOR  H 301.535.6193 
ebonyzg1400@gmail.com 

 
(ON) Mon, October 15, 6:00 PM 
GTA East - Meet & Greet  
3rd Monday EVERY MONTH at Tartan Tavern, 
555 Rossland Rd East, Oshawa, ON. All 
welcome. Arrive early to kick tires and tell lies 
in the parking lot (weather permitting). A social 
function to meet other riders, discuss tech 
issues, shoot the breeze, and plan rides. 
DAVE PERKINS  H 416.691.2191 
perkins43@rogers.com  

 
(WV) Fri-Sun, October 19-21 
Bridge Day Festival Weekend 
This is a non-COG event. This is the largest 
extreme sports event in the world and is held 
on the third Saturday in October in Fayette 
County, WV. Hundreds of BASE jumpers and 
nearly 80,000 spectators are expected. The 
New River Gorge Bridge, 876′ tall and the 
world’s third longest single arch bridge, serves 
as the launch point for six hours (9am-3pm 
EST) of safe, legal BASE jumps. We typically 
watch the jumpers for an hour or two and then 
go riding.   www.officialbridgeday.com 
We'll stay at the Mineral Springs Motel 
www.mineralspringsmotel.net in downtown 
Webster Springs.  We'll have no planned 
agenda!  Our motel is rider friendly, with 
parking in front of most rooms, gas grill 
available and campfire along the river! 
JASON KAPLITZ  H 814.615.9138  
C 814.615.9138 cog62@kaplitz.com 
(VA) Sun, October 21, 9:00 AM 
My Favorite Neighborhood #3 
Meet at the Golden Corral Restaurant, 17635 
Valley Mall Rd., Hagerstown, MD at 9AM then 
go for a ride in my favorite neighborhood, 
ending at the Milky Way Restaurant in Fort 
Loudon, Pa.  
GREG PUTERBAUGH  H 717-632-3324 
pbaugh1@comcast.net 

 
(VA) Thurs - Sun, November 8-11 
Brrrrr Ride 
Join us for the annual Brrrr Ride. We will camp 
at the Natural Bridge KOA (cabins available - 
recommend early reservations). 
www.koakampgrounds.com/where/va/46144.htm 

We usually meet for breakfast and dinner at 
the Pink Cadillac. Organized rides are planned 
for Friday and Saturday. If you're not 
interested in camping, the closest motel is the 
Budget Inn, 4331 South Lee Highway, Natural 
Bridge, VA (540-291-2896).  Stay tuned to the 
Forum for news on the “Buckwheat Pancake 
Breakfast Benefit” held annually in Blue Grass 
– we expect it to be held Sunday, but their 
schedule is not yet firm. 
DUSTY SCHILLING  H 540-951-7768 
cog@centaurfed.com 
 
(ON) Tue, November 13, 6:30 PM 
South Central Ont. Meet & Greet 
(See October 9th for details.) 
 
(ON) Mon, November 19, 6:00 PM 
GTA East - Meet & Greet  
(See October 15th for details.) 
 
(ON) Tue, December 11, 6:30 PM 
South Central Ont. Meet & Greet 
(See October 9th for details.) 
 
(ON) Mon, December 17, 6:00 PM 
GTA East - Meet & Greet  
(See October 15th for details.) 
 

2019 EVENTS 
 
(PA) Thu -  Sun, May 16-19, 2019 
NE SPRING FLING RALLY 
Matamoras PA 
The last rally we did in Matamoras was in 
2012 and we had a blast. Thanks to a 
suggestive nudge from Kevin Martin we will be 
going back there this spring. There is great 
riding in Delaware River Valley of north NJ & 
PA, as well as Hawks Nest and Catskill 
Mountains of NY. More info will be available in 
the next newsletter and online. This is only 
preliminary information to allow you to mark 
you calendar and book your room. We have a 
limited block of rooms with a special room 
rate of $99/night for a double including 
breakfast is only available until MARCH 1, 
2019. (the rate jumps $30 after) Call now to 
book your room, you can always cancel. 
Best Western at Hunt’s Landing, 
570.491.2400. Mention Concours Owners 
Group on 5/16/19 to get our special pricing. 
 

(PA) Mon -  Fri, July 22-26, 2019 
COG Keystone National Rally 
Williamsport PA 
2019 marks the Concours Owners Group 30th 
anniversary. 
No other group dedicated to the Kawasaki 
Concours has been around this long.  Let's 
celebrate together. Most in attendance at the 
2016 COG NE Spring Fling indicated they 

wanted to return.  Instead of keeping it a 
regional event, it was decided to make it a big 
party. 
Rally Master Jason Kaplitz, Northeast Area 
Director Steve Smith, and the entire NE Staff 
and 2019 Rally Team are excited to invite all 
to the…  COG Keystone National Rally 
2019, Williamsport, Pennsylvania, July 22nd-
26th, 2019. 
The "rally central" venue is in the heart of the 
quaint and small Williamsport PA downtown, 
which is easily walkable from the selected 
hotels.  There are plenty of places to eat & 
drink, small shops to browse, and even a 
Wegmans to pick up snacks, beverages, and 
sundry items. 
Here in the Susquehanna River Valley region, 
the Allegheny Mountains meet the Allegheny 
Plateau, and is dissected by the Susquehanna 
River - the longest river on the east coast.  
This combination of the mountains, river, and 
tributaries make for many twisty, hilly roads to 
ride on.  There is terrific riding in all directions, 
plenty of fun destinations, and wonderful 
scenery in Pennsylvania and the Finger Lakes 
region of New York. 
Visit the Wellsboro, PA area, less than an 
hour north.  It is one of COG NE favorite rally 
destinations which still has gas street lighting, 
lots of small shops, and a small central green 
with the unique Winken, Blinken and Nod 
statue.  The Pennsylvania Grand Canyon, a 
popular tourist location, is located near 
Wellsboro. 
This region is home to a large elk herd.  The 
Elk Country Visitors Center, Winslow Hill Elk 
Viewing Area, Dents Hill Elk Viewing Area are 
a couple hours northwest of rally central.  
Longer day excursions in PA are possible to 
visit Gettysburg, Lancaster County (PA Dutch 
country), or Flight 93 National Memorial. 
Head north to New York and tour the Finger 
Lake region.  Visit some of the many wineries, 
Watkins Glen State Park, Glenn Curtiss 
Museum, Corning Glass Museum, or Wings of 
Eagles Discovery Center. 
Visit the rally web pages at: 
www.concours.org/national/2019-national-rally 
The rally web pages already have lodging and 
reservation details, and a start on tourist 
information.  The pages will be expanded in 
coming months to provide additional details on 
camping, things to do, local food & drink, and 
even more tourist information. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Dog Days 2018 
 
Dog Days 2018 is in the books. 
Despite soggy conditions on Thursday and Friday I think 
everyone would agree that it was a great weekend!  
Some of the riders arrived Thursday and the bulk of them 
rolling into Staunton on Friday.  Total attendance ended up at 
21 riders. No passengers! Which surprises me as Staunton is a 
great location for a passenger that might not want to ride all 
day.  I’m challenging everyone to find a date next year!  
We rode in Thursday evening and after getting settled in 
headed directly to the Baja Bean.  I had a fabulous dinner. 
Tarragon Roasted Boneless Chicken Thighs served on a bed of 
Red Beans and Rice with a generous helping of homemade hot 
sauce!  Chased with a fine Kolsch in a frosty mug.  Life is good. 
Friday was wet but my riding partner Tom and I did manage a 
ride that took in route 250 east, 220 south and 39 east ending in 
Lexington VA to the Devils Backbone Brewery for lunch.  Most 
of the day was soggy so the riding was not aggressive but the 
food at the Brewery more than made up for the bad weather.  
Great Fish Tacos and Fries.  I didn’t try the beer since we where 
riding but did find some on tap once back in Staunton.  
Yummy!  
Friday evening saw eight of us being chauffeured to the Clock 
Tower restaurant by Bob, the HOJO’s owner, in his Honda 
Van.  It was raining and he wouldn’t let us walk.  He also 
knows the folks that own the Clock Tower and it looks good 
hauling eight in for dinner!  We weren’t disappointed.  I had 
the home-made Linguini in meat sauce with meatballs.  I was 
weak and ordered the Grande sized platter.  Can you say 
stuffed?  The others seem happy too with various dishes, with 
some good-looking lasagna being the most requested item at 
the table. 
We all made room for some Gelato from the Split Banana 
afterward.  It’s SOOO good you just can’t say no! 
Saturday, I led a group of five riders out of town heading south 
on 252, which travels south through some beautiful farm land, 
rolling down the valley on just the nicest strip of asphalt you 
could ask for.  Once in Goshen we headed west on route 39 
through the Goshen Pass.  Another of my favorite routes and a 
must do if in the area.  We had a nice lunch in Bartow at what 
was Ryders restaurant for many years but had been closed.  It’s 
now remolded as the Bear Den and is very nice, with good 
service and great food!  We’re glad we stopped.  We enjoyed 
route 250 heading east towards Staunton, this time the 
pavement was dry and we set a brisk pace as the temps had 
climbed into the high 80’s and the pool was calling out names.  
We also checked out Boyer Station, which has seen some recent 
improvements but isn’t up to COG standards just yet.  Stay 
tuned.  
Saturday’s meal was the one I’d been talking about for weeks. 
Pho!  Vietnamese street food.  A very rich both with rice 
noodles and various meat and yummy other parts of the 
animal.  All simmered for hours until its goodness is cooked in.  

Don Clements and I had the Large House special.  OMG, it’s so 
good.  Robert, Alex and JR chose the smaller version as it was 
their first visit to Snapdragon Pho.  They all agreed they would 
visit again.  Pho being mostly broth allowed us to visit the Split 
Banana again.  Two scoops please!  
I have to mention the fun had by all sitting under the rotunda 
at the Motel.  Kicking Tires, bench racing, drinking adult 
beverages and eating snacks.  Grown men sitting on bikes, 
acting like kids.  Our host Bob brought a pan of home-made 
potato chips that were crazy good!  We even got to do a good 
deed as one of the motel guests had a flat car tire.  He was all 
dressed up heading out to an event so several COGger’s 
jumped into action and attempted to plug the tire.  We had all 
the tools and supplies but could not get it to seal.  We finally 
gave in and put the spare on and sent him on his way. 
Sunday dawned sunny and bright and when I arrived 
downstairs around 9AM most of the gang was gone!  Damn 
early risers.  I  tried to go home the fast way, starting out on the 
interstate heading north at a brisk pace, but the motorcycle had 
other plans and was soon headed west on route 33 coming out 
of Harrisonburg!  Route 33 is by far one of the finest roads in 
the area and having bagged it completed the Trifecta for the 
weekend.  Routes 39, 250 and 33, the best three motorcycle 
roads in the mid-Atlantic region in my opinion. 
Even with the side trip and routing north through West 
Virginia on some really great backroads I was home in 4.5 
hours.  Almost record time. 
It was a great weekend with many old friends and some new 
one.  Great riding, eating and adult beverages!  A great 
combination for a weekend away. 
2019 dates have been set. Aug 15, 16, 17. 
BOOKS THOSE ROOMS! 
 
Jason Kaplitz 
 

Left, Right, Up, Down #3, Aug. 26th 
 
Nine bikes and riders showed up for breakfast at the Keystone 
Family Restaurant in Waynesboro, PA, six of whom made the 
210 mile to Gettysburg, going through MD, W. VA, and VA on 
some nice back road twisties.  After arriving at Friendly's 
Restaurant, ice cream sundaes for all was the order of the day, 
along with some good-natured kidding aimed at our waitress, 
who could give as good as she got.  The weather was nice, the 
bikes ran well, and the only down side was the occasional four-
wheeled turtle slowing us down.  All in all, a good day. 
 
Greg Puterbaugh 
 
 

Ephrata Bikers Breakfast, Sunday Sept 2nd 
 
We had a rare rain free day in the Northeast, however the day 
was not without its complications.  The morning started out as 
overcast with a thick misty fog.  The ride in was cool, so that 

(Continued on page 8) 
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was nice.  What was not nice was the torrential rains in the area 
the Friday before that left many roads either muddy or 
impassible due to washed out asphalt or missing bridges.  They 
say this storm was a 500 year event?  My normal ride in took 
an extra hour due to the detours, but at least I found some new 
roads.  We had four COG regulars, which is always nice, but 
even nicer was the three different gentleman that said they 
zeroed in on our parking location due to the COG Forum.  One 
was an ST and FJR owner wanting to learn more about the 
C-14.  The second was a new C-14 owner who was excited to 
learn more about the motorcycle, and he left with some great 
tips.  The third newcomer was in the area after riding in from 
the mid-west.  As always it was good to see the huge variety of 
motorcycles and the discussions about them. 
 
Steve Rutter 
 

BBB Meet and Greet 
 
North Central PA 3rd annual BBB meet and greet was held on 
August 4th at my river lot in Williamsport, PA.  After a summer 
with some of the worst weather I can ever remember, Saturday 
turned out to be an almost perfect day.  Although only 5 of us 
took advantage of the day, we had a great 200 mile ride around 
the mountains of NE PA.  After the ride, a great meal was 
served by our chef for the day, Barbara Griffith, who is also my 
better half.  Thanks again Barb.  Attendees were Russell 
Fleming and his Brother from Maryland, Rob Mayshock, Tom 
Watkins, and of course myself.  Everyone had a great time, and 
expressed the desire to return next year. 
 
George Griffith 
 

 
 

BC 2018 
 
After a few months discussing whether we could physically 
make this trip, it eventually happened. My name is Peter 
(COG#10213).  I ride an ‘06 C10 with 57K miles(91K Km) and a 
brand new set of Avon Spirit Tires.  My lifetime riding buddy 
is Ken whose ride is a ‘09 ST1300.  We averaged about 580km.
(362 miles)/day and I got about 50 miles/gal (Canadian). 
We started off on July 17th , for 19 days, from the Niagara 
Peninsula with the intent of touring a number of roads in BC 
just as we had done some 40 years earlier.  After crossing 
through at Sarnia we headed north through Michigan and over 
the Mackinaw Bridge.  This has to be the second longest bridge 
next to the Confederation Bridge over to PEI.  We traveled on 
#2 to #141 to #28 up to the town of Marquette.  Here there is a 
wonderful one-hour boat trip you can take to see the “Pictured 
Rocks”, a part of the wild beauty along the Southern Lake 
Superior shoreline, enjoy the cruise and grab a bite to eat. From 
here it was past Duluth then staying on #2 we went through 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and into Grand Forks North Dakota for 
the night. 
Day #3 we headed north on #29 to #5 West.  Just before #5 we 
passed something I had never seen before. I t was a US Missile 
Site which was well fenced but also well identified for 
everyone to see.  At Langdon we turned north on #32 to cross 
into Canada. T he roads so far were basically 2 lanes and in 
good shape.  We eventually travelled on the #1 Trans Canada 
starting in Brandon, Manitoba and the next three days took us 
through Saskatchewan and into Alberta where we went SW at 
Medicine Hat on #3W. 
I thought the route through the prairies would be boring but 
instead we enjoyed it.  As far as you could see in all directions 
were 1000’s of acres of either crops or grazing fields. Ever so 
often you would see a 
trail of dust seemingly 
coming from/going to 
nowhere as it would be 
a vehicles travelling 
down these dirt roads.  
There were also herds 
of cattle with no sign of 
a home or barn in site.  
On a couple of 
occasions as we got 
closer to Alberta, there 
were ominous rain clouds and lightening off in the distance.  
By the time we reached the areas of concern the roads were 
only wet and the storm was clearly visible of to the side-whew! 
On day 5 we left Lethbridge, Alberta on #3W to #93N and 
#95N to Radium Hot Springs, BC.  It is hard to keep your eyes 
on the road, through Crow’s Nest Pass and Fernie Ski Resort, 
because of the spectacular natural beauty of the area and the 
scent of cedar.  Longed Horned Mountain Sheep walked freely 
through the town of Radium. Next morning we headed on 
#93N to the Ice fields Parkway and rode from Banff to Jasper.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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We tried stopping at Lake Louis and Lake Moraine but all 
parking spots were closed due to crowds, so we had to content 
ourselves with enjoying the scenery on the fly, I suppose I can 
look at my slides from 40 years ago which are probably more 
pleasing than what it is like these days. 

The ride and views up the Icefields Parkway is still spectacular 
and well worth the time to stop, take pictures and take in the 
vast wilderness of lakes, glaciers and sweeping valleys- a true 
national treasure.  You will most certainly have a sore 
“rubber” neck after this portion on the ride.  We continued up 
to Jasper where we turned on #16W (Yellowhead Highway) 
where we spent the night in the small historic railway town of 
McBride.  Next day it was onto Prince George and down #97S 
towards Cache Creek.  Temperatures through most of this trip 
west were around 30 deg. C (90deg. F). 
Still in BC, on Day 8 we travelled from Cache Creek to Hope, 
following the Frazer River Hwy. #1S.  The scenery, tunnels 
and roads here are amazing.  The only drawback was the 
delays where individual workmen were rappelling the 
roadside cliffs and breaking away loose rock, that ranged in 
size from stones to boulder, not a job for the faint at heart.  
They would hold back traffic for about 15 minutes at a time.  
After Hope we stayed on #1W towards North Vancouver to 
99N.  This route on 99N from Vancouver to Cache Creek has 
got to be one of the best rides I have ever experienced in my 47 
years of riding.  The scenery once again is beautiful, wild, 
small lakes and the surrounding mountains and the roads are 

a bikers paradise.  After Whistler and onto Lillooet the road is 
a narrow 2 lane with sharp turns.  Hard to believe it is a major 
road.  So don’t take your eyes of the road. 
It is day #10 and time to head home, returning through 
Kamloops, Revelstoke, Rogers Pass, Calgary and spending a 
night in Drumheller.  As you approach Drumheller the land is 
relatively flat but within one turn you are heading down into 
another world of landforms called Hoodoos (stands of tall thin 
rock spires that look like they belong to another planet), 
Dinosaur museums and fossils.  From here it was #9E through 
Alberta, to #7E in Saskatchewan, to #4S through Swift 
Current, to #13E which parallels the Trans Canada Hwy., and 
then #2 through Manitoba.  We spent the night in a beautiful 
small town 
called Souris 
Manitoba 
which had a 
terrific brand 
new hotel, 
Canada’s 
longest 
pedestrian 
swing bridge 
and Peacocks 
that roamed freely through town. 
Day #13 took us on #1 (trans Canada Hwy.) past Winnipeg to 
Kenora in Ontario.  At this point we decided to try a longer 
loop down #71S to Fort Frances then #11E to Thunder Bay.  A 
worthwhile stop just before Thunder Bay is beautiful 
Kakabeca Falls, also known as “Niagara North”, the 2nd 
highest waterfall in Ontario where a pedestrian bridge allows 

easy crossing to beautiful views from either side.  The 
temperature suddenly dropped at least 10 deg. after leaving 
the Thunder Bay area as we travelled along the north shore of 
Lake Superior to Terrace Bay for what ended up being 2 
nights.  On the second morning we woke to 8 deg. C (44F), 
Rain and strong winds of Lake Superior.  We were in no mood 
to start the day this way as these 67 year old bodies were 
getting tired so we just kicked back and relaxed.  
From Terrace Bay we stayed on #1 (Trans Canada Hwy.) 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Steven Smith #3184  Area Director   Naugatuck CT 203-720-7575  nead@cog-online.org 
 
Greg/Tracey Habel #7010 AAD MA/VT/NH/ME  Hopedale MA  508-444-2235  COG7010@verizon.net 
OPEN    AAD CT/RI 
Bob Chappell #1283  AAD DelMarVa  Claymont DE  302-791-0582  cog1283@comcast.net 
Greg Puterbaugh #6163 AAD S. Central PA/MD Hanover PA  717-632-3324  pbaugh1@comcast.net 
Steven Rutter #9715  AAD S. Central PA/MD Elizabethtown PA 717-361-1189 r ruttersm@comcast.net 
George Griffith #6377 AAD Northeast PA  Benton PA  570-925-5010  gbgriff@epix.net 
OPEN    AAD VA/WV    
Tim Traylor #12811  AAD US Capital Region  Waldorf, MD   301-535-6193  ebonyzg1400@gmail.com 
Jim Ansbro #8443  AAD Southeast PA/Philly Newtown PA  215-805-0909  bluecon06@gmail.com 
OPEN    AAD W Hudson Valley NY 
Steve Cerutti #6763  AAD E Hudson Valley NY Copake Falls NY 914-953-4154  Steveonlineusa@gmail.com 
OPEN    AAD Long Island NY 
Stephen Strock #10396 AAD Central NY  Syracuse NY  315-492-6032  cogcny@gmail.com 
Terry Faherty #792  AAD Metro NY/NJ  Staten Island NY 718-227-2099  tmcefah@aol.com 
OPEN    AAD Central NJ 
Dave Perkins #5932  AAD Greater Toronto Toronto ON  416-691-2191  perkins43@rogers.com 
Derek Pugh #11636  AAD Eastern Ontario  Ottawa ON  613-222-9554  concoursderek@gmail.com 
OPEN    AAD Eastern Ontario  
Christian Dupuis #10098 AAD Greater Montreal Sainte-Martine PQ 450-427-0182  d1user@mac.com  
Claude Doucet #9011 AAD Atlantic Canada  Middle Sackville NS 902-252-5062  motorcycleclaude@gmail.com 
 
OPEN    NE Webmaster 
Maryann Geiser #4627A NE Newsletter Editor  Tewksbury MA 978-851-2710  maryanngeiser@gmail.com 
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through Wawa, Sault St. Marie, Sudbury and North 
Bay to Pembroke figuring this would leave one day 
to get home through the backroads of Southern 
Ontario.  The road north of Superior is a biker’s 
dream with many sweeping, hilly turns and 
fantastic views when you reach the top of the 
passes.  After Sudbury we could smell the smoke 
and see a slight haze in the area from the fires in 
the Parry Sound Area. 
After almost three weeks of riding we covered 
10,500 Km (7000 miles), the bikes ran beautifully 
with no issues.  The new Avon Spirits looks 
slightly worn with a lot left, I cannot say the same 
for my body. I do think that all future trips will be 
no longer than 2 weeks with possibly some extra 
stops.  I did wear a Camelpack during most of the 
trip and this definitely helped prevent de-
hydration. 
Take Care and Ride Safe 
 
Peter Fedyczko 
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